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MUSCLE-CAR

TRIATHLON

On the street, the strip, and the racecourse with 915 horsepower.

BY DANIEL CHARLES RIOSS

o FISTOGRAPE B AAAC KLY



i

eriouly Tasd cors mre o staphe of Kife

around here, bul when we have

915 horsepower on hand divided
| BHInE jll'i-l three cars, a CEHTRpSIr-
1%on bl bhegs us To come onl and play.
o ane has o sk us twice.

Uhe Teces are probably somewhai
Fmilar fo you, We tested an early Fire-
bird Formula W56 in A uwgusl, the
Uhesrelel Camaro £28 55 in Oxtober,
ind dhe Ford Muostong Colra in Sep-
bmber. All three cars campete for ihe
wme enlhusiast dollnrs and, nad sur-
prisingly, with the same horsepover.,

e Cabira, Mited with o O wl)-
sluminiwin 46-liter V-8, Kicks owt J0E
ponies irongh o fivespeed stick. Holh
General Maotors products have been

e

i
=N ",
F 'wﬁ.@ﬁ&'*

massaged by aftermarkel powerhouse
S, which now does work as a factory
supplier. The resulis are ihe ram-aie
Formula W56 and £ 28 55 alsa boasting
05 hp aplece, channded throwgh six-
specd manual Iransmissions.

Raiher than relnvent the road-tesi
wheel, we thought we'd comparse these
guyvs fn o irlathlon where we lel the wild
lirses rogm. (wiers of Usse lmdted-
ciithon steeds, we repsoned, would likely
week driving challenges of @sreater
import than mere stoplight races, We
wondered: How wonld these high-
energy lightning balis fare on o real
drag strip? Which one can get through
aserpentine SCCA SOLOT course the
Fastest? Wihose lap times would be the
guibchest am @ real romd-racing cirouir?

W mskeel a few ol our friends to ielp

us find oul. Local hero Scodt Balitia
ives, thai Kalitiw—his father is drag:
riscing pioneer Commie) folnaed ws for the
drag sirip component. The 33-vear-old
NHREA champion has 42 quarier-mibe
runs above 500 mph (the best being
308,96 mph in 4.726 seoonds), and hg's
ihe current poinis keader in the NHEA
Top Fuel calegory.

Dmimutive fireball Al Chan s o GE
plastics engineer who last year won the
SUCA Central Division SOLO I super
Stock championship in a Corvetie, He
showed us ibe Mner points ol the cone
AL,

Finally, SCCA veteran Neil Hanmne-
manin brought his 14 years ol experience
andl v deiver's championships to the
tan-mile road-rocing wirciall of (iratitan
Raceway in central Michigan.

(hur goal: (o see which of these tri-
athbetes has fhe muosche to be the best olls
aroind choice for sireel or combal.

T



TEPDRAG RIE

Go Fast or
Home

The Camaro
has very good
ower, and it's
EJS’I' to fhe
redline.’

—Scolt Kalitio,
NHRA Top Fuel points leader

ihe starbng || g g Falnsl GHIr Lel lie |




2l Baliita the Camam, By che second nn
both drivers' times were in the 145 a1
I'H.!-I'|:.' 160} rraphy li,:l-\.,'|I||'._!: T o e
e andd (ocusing on <hifl peants was key
I sncoes, seofl Ralitla was having some
Inatbile pesting the Canwrn’s unge. but he
geckly found 1ts core. *It has very oo
e, he said, ool IR ORI II'I|:'I|.\.'I-'H.iI'I|!'\-\._
and il Easd do the nedbine.” Kalitta was
Enmching the #2585 in the 500 po- 200000
I remee, andd on the ofher end wis same
Bt .'.:llly il rev luviter oust 3 haprs-
Imeacti [rom the final timing lighis mther
Bean risk a shifl.

in ghe "illl'\-\.l.l."_q_' Markus found thai
{eathering the ¢luich al abhoul MK sl
wired besi, Folbow niiE standlasd £ |':'r-|-|-\-.
eoduie, he dsdnt speed-shifi like mosi
stieet warpors Jo. Evadently those hun
dreds of test dayvs lefl their mnrk on
Markus, as he sl fee Mustang's fastes)
mme of the day with & run of 14073 #
R4 mph.

ET‘I:-ﬂllll:_; cars, Kalitra Bked ahse Muss
lang betrer than the Camero, “Thas car
seems like i1°s o b more comtrol lakle

down the moetrnck,” In geaschanges, he
thoaght the Mustang was not so emrancably
||H'l'l.-q,'_ ||!'r|'|'|-.|:.! a srenscher Eransition

Now in the A28 55, Markas was sl
I"'h.'"E B0 PRISaers His far=l mim in the
Camaro woubd be the best of the day
13251 weoonxls ab a swall 10] 58 mph

For pure drap mcing. Kalitta liked the
doynamacs of the Fontiac Fereband Fomiula
WSS, even thowgh the cor turmesd ot b be

thes slonweest, Wiith its sofler suspension -
tings, he said, the car pahsrally s Begier al
transfeering its weight rearward during
acceleralion, smosthing out the imbal tal-
wagging, amd hooking up on its own,
withowt the nesd to shift or hift, All of we
{iell the Firehind seermed down on juice. ~I
doszsi 't appear 1o have & much power oul
there 1n the mudidle compared 1o 1heé
Camane,” Kalinta comcurmed

He was commect, Alter 18 runs davwia the
13200 Feet. the WSH's best Enowing af the
clay was set in Markus"s |#Hb ran—[1 4,324
seconds an 97,70 |I'||'-P|

In sooelemtion muns af cur nsuaal frack,
Chrysler proving groands i Chelseas all
three cars had gons comforiably above the
ceniury maskl in the quarter-mile iest. YWhal
|I.I|'\-|'|-|_'|||_':|.'l A dragster & gooey Lires, hot
from o presrun bumout, ochieve reason
abbe launch Bite on the rubber-sireaked
drag-strip [aunch pad, But the streel Gnes
o) £r s are desagned 1o gnp clean pave-
ment the best, and Chelzen’s mp 1 2
chean &5 a Swiss subslivisson

In osar noamal fest regimen, the Firehind
woak 1, b seconds (o rp the Bghs an 102
I"F'II' wilh thi L obia E’l:_l?|l aleng il ai 14
fiw @ 102 Bt the Cameare, 51 Chaebeea amld
i the drag stnp, was the Clear victos, The
£18 8BS ook top honors for strighd-line
accederalbon, clacking 130 seconds al [0
Mgl SiFect or -.Ili|'|. that = |'|'.|:|} Reltmg
with the program.

biss dragrutrip
N eurt !':_ELI'"_“F_"-':'i':t x | By tima,
SAE nwi mvissloni | waight, | 0-80 | 6-100 | B-130 __Hwonds
wreging o [EGrgque axle ratis: | pounds | mph | eph | mph | Tleeanils || Kalitts [ )
- il [ Bavstam Wil [ IO g o SED0 e Gaspewn’ | 285 40 3 a1 (RE-E - L4 0 @ gt @
J i ETEReG) | TG e 2400 rem ar | 106 mph | 9047 e 101,55 o
L T A |
EE‘t | - | I (]
=1 | | o SRS S oS e ) =
PONTIAL RBEBIRD | peoatwedd Pivaben Vi | M0k pep @ 5600 o | Besposdd T A r Wl wre |dmae | wiEa
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HEAUTOCROSS —

The. Lﬂneliness : | . s . | Ih:.'..;”-I|Ii=':l':l:ll:.Im.f-.
of SOLO 11

e SCRLCK BN st :
£ LN | TRl

i the traffic
L0 T siar Al Char s

gaimit Don Schrmoeder, O

Al
wamels @

0 be precise

The Firebird

is a Muzak
version of the

SS: softer turn-
in, less power.’

—Al Chan,
1994 SCCA SOLO I
Super Stock champ




Abowve: We cglimized tire proasunes by
uiinig & line pyromador Lo FMeasure
jpmperaiune across ihe Enipd Surtoce.
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tires! Thing is, 0 slows yinir Diyes
The Camaroe's blend of power

[EAIE: pesailiad io o best-rim cime ol 7.7

sel by vou-kaow-who, Heck, e (v 1h
champion, alter all

Iri nhis even, the pack was sepamied by
[ g
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TEROADCOURSE —

Time to Uncork
the Hnrsepnwer

r.|||;.|r.'| Raceway Park is .'||'=il'lr Il'I

ol serpeing .1'-|'.'||.||

tumms, wind op an 1 hills and in
Befwer } vith pike, I addi-
tiom b 1 [

like setir

nipien (o as this B
firsd i the poiens fos "5 b a Tousing €
enduro Eagle Talonk To put o lntle
o s cake, Fus 2

selopment. | o0k o e
whools, K
Thes 1-.l:||l».'-:luru.' [ -._|;._-1||

phes. lI|l |.I|.'||I|"H'- RO,
.th lasther .1|.u.1t

0 fhas plioo than fo
iy or the come circwit, b

s, Wadier Minty,
AT 17,
Sa, how dlid our ponies perfom?

UL e
mil adequstely through Crattan s
bits, insiead falling into either
of OF CXCsEive whseelspin, or both,
without moch m between. In addition,
rarn Feporied, s possiblbe fo gl

| r
pCAANE PEES LR h.n1l.1 braking |u=f
afier bop the hill on Grattan's back
kit 4..1.! while the o sk hraking
semn worked well amiteally, nopeaned
combai laps prodoced the carliest brake
lade of the three—and an
glowing of an AlS

temns irmmediaely e a2 Hhe v p, the
rod g bl shil often coniac the oul
aptle foar L W 1ire aoumnids
'|."|.'|: u-.:d fift '-Ir.n-!.'ln i

Thie Maist

:.I\:lv..:|||e,_r_|||'l.||_ J.Jll'llllll: =] |
im the car’s dr and podal place-
fincid, The scaf is 100 soll .I|.'I||. lncks tha
lnteral suppt pocded [o7 rmcin |I 1-lap-

pang in the Mustang turmed

resser] member,

el i ghe
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ROADBCDURSE

gons with splomb [romt apex 1o exil. The
whenitde coald be mandd 80 push The Roee il
or irww (F oAk seeded wihou WpSETng
i admirable overnll balance. When the
Cioben iliimalely did survender 1o under-
iy, the breakaway was as fongiy ing afd
Emeat a5 2 Frisbee landing penaly i the
'nrb, “The only weaknenss im the chawis i
 binile to0 maich undessicer,” Hannemann
k], “Hul Shal was |'|1l\.||‘|||h|'|_h [he g
miise i ol the transations so gosod.”

The Cobwa was \lray:ur e Tmak nw wel
= smooih in comers, IoppEng o ol shoul
120 s b fouinth gear und genseraling the
wme quality of moe-car-hike engine and
gnhuusd nisise ax the feter Cpmaro, Even
i, 4l scoved the showest ours. Bess I.||'|
1o AR, by Hannerisnn, almosd Fwi ssd
gy behingd the Firebard

Juind an i dhiall s Bl spreed, Che £28 55 %
bemvy-duty suspemsion prosoced hiond ol
e older rougher pavemenl of Lirstiin
Ciming out of cormers, i1 hid the keas
fenmi-end goip, dus oo small pan w e
gairperdinary ongue if oould beng o bear
i the rear. The car penerally sncks like
s @ i cheap skillen arouned maost of 1he
iiewrtn circod, Uhangh i reguired the same

‘Only weakness
in the Mustang
chassis is @

little too much
understeer.’

—Meyl E, Hannemann
1994 SCCA World
Challenge champ

wttenthon i real reee car would, Cverall
hamd|ling ‘was higher-strang than cither the
Cobra or Firebird (okav, weal. | span il
oo, Cocn T il M fum 0 was qalie pre
cise, Here oo, rear aale iramp raftled our
muslurs o back-sirasght, over-the-hill
braking munsuven

Hunads -dowia, the I8 55 was judged
the mdsst mce-car-like, right down o is
wepll -l vieed hucked seal, 18 comsisient]y
topped out at or above |20 mph in fulth
pear, Bedd lap (amnd overall fosbest tbme )
186,000, achieved by the ringer fram
Chrviler, = the recind, my Hlimes 1raied
the pro‘s by aboul fwo seconds in the
Camuaro and Mustang. Bui the perfor
mance gap widened to 2659 seconds in
the Firebird, which correboraies our
FIMErE&sann phal 11 was ihe deast 1-lr'_|:"I'I-I|I_|.'
il the 1hree

1
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BeakEs. speed® | -0 mmph, | Hanasmesn
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T.'u.' real wordi |5 fall of -\.I.\,|||+'|_': il
uneertangy. That™s why il's calbed the
real warld, (Don't confuse i with WMTY s

The Real World,” which is the real staze
world. } The real world where our I|!I;'\q'
spoarty inathletes competed held hetls
I|.III'_.'-\.': anc THE LSy il WD WO

Third Place

Pamtine Firechind Formula YWSa
Despite a mammogh 5, 7-liver V- tha
P ps out i raed 305 horsepower through
1 mix=speed anl, none of wr et eam
felt the F wak giving its all. Hard
v fnide, and ibe rel-
atrvely =ofl sepersion never bedl us [eching
completely comfomtable at combal spesd
Smesd perloMance 5 a5 imporant &
inp perfonmmance en this cromd, and i
the Firchind wasn't full of fire. [In 8.5
sccand (klo=-60=mph time pot it just @
macreslick bl the Mustasg Cobea but
)& secomid behingd the Casmarn 58 Jedd
the: Chesy o |0 g
Ihe Furehir] pictune improves so
what once the Erack dust is brushed from
the Nopemits. Ui real moads, the Fieebard

by |5 secomls.

filss better than the SLPaweaked Chevy.
We quarreled with the bucket seals for
being too soft m the high-energy evenis,
oug arngnd oW ||'|c:. T e as conmfortakle
a5 pow gloves and should perfarm just
fine, Apd remember, the Firebard costs Jess
than the Cobma or the 226 §5

O paper. ik Firebard claims the same
horsepower amd 10 poamd-feet m
¢ than the Camars, 18 alio has
same pearbox and axle ratio and is T
rH.IIII'|.|'H.: nier ilx:ll'p_l-l_'\-:.-p_'-_' |1|_':|‘.|||:||;_-|1_'|_'
makes 15 doubt those power claims

~ Second Place
Fard :'l-hul'.m; Cobrs

It"s true that Ford has toned down the
"-.rﬂ-!III:-_.: Coodhrn, Bail it lass't vanked it
&l ] s sharp eethe This wiimctive pomy
car hias EreeAT i ITen A Boasierous :|,1|-q_|||'|_
windang up well 1o the conservative right
o logday s muscle-car scale,

Foed has suecesiully opted for refine-
menl iy all of the Cobra’s behaviors. Asa
resull, /s the best daly-diver muscle car
e Ak sl I DOHC 32ovalve V-8 i ihe
smeallesi but |I|:_'|||_"\-\.|-!|_'|_'|'| O the ENgines

here. It convincingly makes a5 muckfpe
I|--r-|.'rl;"-l.|.'r bail Jisss Iopgue tham gse 370
IKer powerhonses, Ed tbwe car tumed Egen
ilormy mear the same performancs, thanks bpee
its lighier wieight, Tre, il was slower 1h
the Camaro and only margimally quicks
than the Firebird 1 several arcas, B
it accomplished these things whilielos
Femmnalnmg e one car we wioialill mosl vwanly
b drive bome 21 the end of o bong day.  Aee
s populanty dersved from a we fpan
lumed suspensbon, which seema o worieg:
much better ain this Cobra than on pagsCh
UTs. It provides excellent ride gualitghe
T F
forrmiarscs. The four-cam enging and tunesge;
exhaos make all the comect [EWER- . i
seniiids, and bo ke editonial eyve this is probyf i,
sy the most agiracive ".|.|h|.||'||__- w0 [aHen
The performance comproaises
ensure vis all-around cyvaliey are

wriheong seriously maEmpenng hamsibing

de inde
Dkt mk
sweet reasans for o second-place fimish, ye w

First Place mr'h.:

Chevealed Camaro £28 55 - TR
The Camans wins this test, and it wirtypd
it gaing away. [t was the quickess, thimee

E : sccplpratinn, sEconds ETHEY [Jely laiiar sound level, dB&
= preEE. — [ rar Esne-change ———— + Pl I
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2 COEAL E3E BED |
f PONTIAC FREBIRD. | ek B:1 1Z48 1349 503 [ H | i i LB e
E FORMULA WSS | 524052 : g L




1%
1 | peeding only.a roll cage w complone the
1 § termonisl iransfosmaiion begun by SLP
T Starting with gnbvanicing strect pesfor-
b mEnde, the 5% (ke up o D=lo=tdi=mph
2 felkimeg of 4.9 seconds, smack dab i
18 Corvetie FR- lermbery ol hall ihe poce
dooelerntion is Mindingly fast and sccom-
pamied by the qu ; of enginge and
¢ § exhaust soumds responsible for the phmse
1§ “Chevy Thunder.” O the street, haavever
' B B B nE g
- Bod e SUSPES P TLENANE 15 0 doisle-
| o wword. Ok a racing swrface. the cr
r 8 i planted extremely well, Tt effers a kevel
ol handling we associale with mce cas,
Hemee, the downside——extremely hard
¥ ek ¢ o 0% empoyed the mough-and
funible street b leng the 55 offers, but
we weren't in il For the Life of a car Toan,
=k enthor
Wi 1l wanl b know your mission
- ] vour b -.I:'q.': e dong :..-lu s g I iam
= slamdargd |SSEHE POy COrs L0 CAINY 04 :h:;u;
= § ihece wikl heases L]

- lual 2oy,

It ol ]
ol Pt

Prail PR

- EFA EFa
iruni city Fighway

FuLrss

PONTIAC FIREBIRD
FORMULA WS6,

Highs: Good mide quality fora
baute, cheapest of the phck.

Lows: Performance comes up
shor, seats 100 8001 for comba

The Yerdiet: Spend a lintde
more meney 1 you nesd o [ttle
more erl-l:umluru,:-l,'.

FORD MUSTANG
COBRA

Highs: The beader in muscle-cir
refinement; with excellen
performance and chassis poise,

Lows: Pricey sticker, tall seats
that Inck suppod.

The Verdict: A grown-up pony
car for mature hot-rodders.

CHEVROLET
CAMARO Z28

Highs: Rocket-shed acceleration,
carth-magnel handling. boy-
TICEr eRgEne Sounds,

Lows: Punisling ride, hefty
dticker, boy-racer cngine sounds.

The Yerdictz If muscle 15 whait
:.'4:-1|'r|,: afier, look na furiber.




