


Pontiac fires off a turbocharged
20th Anniversary salute to
horsepower fans everywhere
v ; .




translates it all into the universal language of

Jltra-prompt forward mot

THE SUSPENSION
Indy Pace Cars have o handle and stop as well
as they accelerate. The 20th TAS gotthat nailed,
100.The power 4-wheel disc rakes have been
up with larger competition-developed
2 vented front rotors and dual-piston alum
imum \.lh\m\ From the same racing program
st 5 o bl tank that

minimizes high- fuel sloshing The only other
odiicaton we 1 unind e oot sping
e ¢ o o reflect the 100 Th weight
savings of the Vi

rbo engine over the 57LV8
The sl e sapensn sy s

dard

GTAL

evel IIl, or WS6 10 traditionalists. That
means quick-atio powe with special
valving, stocky 36mm front and 24mm rear
stabilizer bars and taut gas-filled, deflected

struts and shocks. Lightweight 16" gold
ond-Spoke alumisum wheels are wapped

steering

he tires speecd
2000 TAS reaistc "
wack it profesional driver” top end

fosed test
pilty

THE DESIGN
Pontiac reaized this machine did't need a bil
board to make s cas
chrome, and the color is whit, like the first
T A Sule gl 20 A
ing on the nose, sailpanel,fo
reatalight cenespanel corplecs he picture
The only other exterior clues o the 20
T boost buikling potental are a
ee exhaust spliters, brandghed fom
beneath the al Ofcal Poce Ca IDs ncluded

The exterior is mono

ay bdg
it fender:

That' your option.

‘THE ERGONOMICS
Belt yourself into the seat, wrap your hands

ather wiapped stering wheeland
youl get the picture about the 20th TIAS per
formance intentions. The instrumentatio is
compltey analog, inchuding 2 boos: gauge ine
ated o the tachomete face It e
201Ibs, with the boost red

ssments for the backwing and lumbar
supports, and two ol moremes e
headrest and thigh support Rear seats

1o the 20 TA il special contouring and
builtin headrests.

are unique

A Delco stereo cassette with gra

izeris s
controls bult i

dard, and duplicate function
the steering wheel hub.

T/ i hot enough already,
3 PASS-Key thef-deterrent system i stndard to
help keep unauthorized “collctors” from adding
1o their portiolios. Every option is on board

Because the 201

except for two—removable hatch roof panels
and Ventura per

rtd s e e
500 20th
Learlors

The total build of approximate
Tisis very limitec. And two of those
spoken for-one anapolis Speecway

Hall of Fame Museum (a must-see for true rac
ing fans), and one for the race winner
Inthe event that the 20th T/A becomes the

one that got away! you can take comfort in
the knowledge that plenty of the same per
formance thinking is diled into every GTA

Tans An, ol ad Coupe Your dealer can
get you it asking

Thats bound to b easie than pursuing his
fare "Bird. Because the Firebird fait
that 20th Annivers

ries come along only once

lifetime




You're invited to Trans Am’s
250 hp Anniversary Ball.

-
e power of the hou for the
h T i the turbocharged

oled 38L SF1 V6 thay

churns out well over one horse
foreach cubic inch Sound likea
marriage made in hea

Itis. H
makers at Pontiac an
did 1o make it even better

THE ENGINE
f s iron constitution

has an imp

only a few special internal mod
fecatons were need ayita

hot3 ns Am. Firs, A
cross-drilled crankshaft was
d internal
o operaon O

provided more

butld-p a
chosen for impr

oilng under higt

mbustion chambers and added

rect Fire Ignition
takes i rggering
»n crank an

ol passage

g, A e

the
DA cross-drilled
ialx

crankshaf? It g

Iubrication for dealing ~9on delivers precse
weith “stressul” per- y measured burss

offuel exactly when

formance situations.

needed for opt
eabiliy

mum performance and dr

‘THE TURBO SYSTEM
You probably know th
exhaust gas energy to drive

1 into an engine. Com
ombustibies

umed, more power s
TA, tall
incoming air, compre

with a rush of

 the turbe

hamber design a
ts predecessor,

above. That means quicker boost
added performance

actof compressing air

intake
charge flows through
Tb/min capacity

o-arnterc
special ducting picks
up cool winds from the
high-pre

The 20th TAS cylinder he

that means more power
m there, the

throug
e ke sl
0 the next availabl
where s mixed with the sequentially
el shot. Then the v
Fire Ignition lights off the main event

air flows

timed loses, and Direct

st more quickly
ath of the exhaust sets the
bine in motion before it re

he atmosphere through a no-nonsense

d resonators tharl

n of deep-bass pipes an
make the tenars of the stret cower for cover.
THE MANAGEMENT OF POWER
Keeping the boo
wastegite thats wired 0 the
st i e

i balance is an electronic

There's also an Flec
tronic Spark Control
system that"senses’
knock,then adjusts

k advance

overa 30° range

maximize output
For Pontac fans, it

a special w i S0
the 20t TAS COM 14 o the 4 il
ater. It ought 30 oo 6 o

convince even the
most ardent technology opponents that

reetable value n a lttle creative performance

hacking,
By the way, the “Premium Recommended

admonition on the boost gauge is there for

reason. High-octane fuellts the spark advance

father, and boost bud higher. And you can
guess what that means, rig
THE COOLING SYSTEM
Great pains were 20th TiA

ool (pun i

is a three-plate radiator that actually let the

enter bearing and shaft are

relability. A

ooler/warme




‘THE BOTTOM LINES
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this combination made Trans Am one of the best b
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were. The Trats Am reputation grew as the public  Am astheir oute for advanced idess and trendseting  chasslsand engine techoology becumest

ralred Ghat perormance meant handling s well a5 fetares Aerodynamic devies werentroduced o lower “Eery 1989 Trans A b -

acceleration. hisapproach. .
“When il o Dot sandned e perormance

cxpet um ‘whie banding
e sable g el imprvcmensbv e ade o 1 gl ok cmt. And tht ommimet
indemand todag confims their val hats how Pontiac has maintained Trans Am' perfor- km-.d.--‘- i ke e
he yean, Poinc Trns

oy T3 4 230 by &l powered T

open he howizerize bores of s hrieking Rochester
become heburcs ing o cond deie. I 1980 Trams

the
it k.
ed n 73, I didst
Output engine, it was a car  make Trams Am any faser, but f i make the gy “The ‘52 Trans Am was besutul sad sophiticad
e Then the 84 Trams Am celebesied it 1368 Ansiversary
e 17, e ey 455 %, n white Wih 250 by, the 89 20h Anaiversary Trams
i s, md 0 72 e oweme s-nn-ymn tion Trans Am. One magazine said, showing
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Trans Am and Trans Am GTA:
Transcendental Acceleration

f ariving in syle s as important t0 you as
Trans Am GTA and Trans Am. They re pushy

and proud of . With this much to ofe,its
not hard to see why

‘THE POWERTRAIN
Anaprcnofe e s g bl e
VB, by the V8 an
GTA starts at th lnr\mh ulking 571

tuned-port fuekinjected (IP1) V8 and a 4speed
automatic. At thundering 235 hp, this engine
can make short work of most any road with
lttle apparent effort. The 5.7L engin
Trans Am option-includes a selection of per-
formance pieces such ac an engine oil cooler, 3
tiid s rear e nd  subsally siced
radiator

Inveterate manual transmission fans will

delight in the 50L V8 with TP1 that checks in
with a robust 225 hy. Either way you go with
the GTA, you also get the dual-converter
exhaust system. It cuts exhaust back pressure
in half, which provides a full 10 hp output
increase. The mellow rumble s standar

Add the automaticopton t the 50L wth TP1
and you've opened the door 1o al the uplevel
powertrain selections for the Trans Am. (Avaik
mm. s limited; er has the details)

s starting point is a 170 hp, 5.0L V8 wit
vt bt injection, and your choice of
standard 5-speed manual or optonal 4-spes
automatic

THE SUSPENSIO?
A mems tatyou g vl I, te ot
Figebid performance underpinnings.Tiesare
wide 1623 ear *Gatorbacks", wheels

L

om 7 You sure can fyour motiva-
V8 it tured-port el njection.
dly defines te ond

ton 1 GTA:
koreponcer 1

e lghtweight aluminum with a gold Diamand:

Steering is power-assisted 12.
quick-ratio, and brakes are power four-wheel
discs with larger-for-89 vented rear rotors and
lightweight aluminum calipers for reduced
unsprung weight

Big 36mm front and 24mm rear stabilizer
bars work with the gas-filled, deflect
s to ie it all down, For your information
deflected discs are not a back condition aggra:
vated by moving furiture. They are a way to
give the driver the sensation of two distinctly




different chassis settings. The key 10 this best
of both benefit is the strur' intermal valving.
Were you o pull one apart, you'd find a stack
iscs that look like tiny cymbals that replace
d passage. This disc stack

the constant met

deflects, or moves in response to the wheel at
a progressive rate 10 suit different roads and
onditions. The result: At low speeds,

casily Under

the struts et up umps and bumy

more aggressive conditons, they muscle up to
 body motion tightly cor

Turn the comer to Trans Am,

find that Level Il suspension comes

avaible 16° Diamond-Sol

The only variableis wheel

ahuminum whedls.

depending on body pant
standard Level I susper
15 s Fehawk GTX il g Dy
ish, HiTech Turbo aluminum wheels. The

Trans Ams i has

stabilizer bars e 34mm fron, and 23mi rear,

with gas struts and 14:1 ratio power steering,

THE DESIGN

With that kind of hardware, these machines
should look as fast s they are They do. Firebird
fans need only look 10 the nearest drag stip for

confirmation. Because i specially

modi
rapily becomning !
THRA Pro Stock profe of choice

And that basc pofe is about
as sleek as it gets, with atrac
tive, aggressive vents and
louvers, a rear spoiler
a front air dam with fog
lamps and fulllowerbody
aero extensions,

The GTA has a selection of
five monotone exterior finishes
acened by enameld e
cati

‘monotone treatments or, f you prefer

sach, three lower accent
wheels

Anin
Key anti-h

e aspect of he design s the PASS
 helps deter mid-
ght disappearing acts A specally coded key
deactvates vitalsystems when you lock up and
leave. What's more, the security systemis built
amess from the factory

system, which

into the car' wiring h
which means no need to worry abou the efect
of an add-on aftermarket system.

THE ERGONOMICS
Interi
machines, GTAs have articulating performance

os are the strong suits for these road

seats, and an elaborate Delco stereo cassette
aplicate function con
the 4-spoke steering wheel
This sound sysiem offes the security advan
which means that if the
thout the proper, owner

age of “Delco-Loc
radio s removed w

ts internal functions stop
it your

programmed code
oldThe only thing that willreactiva

personal code: Thus,that makes
your radio valueless o thieves.
GTi andard cquipment
selection is comprehensive
enough o make buying
casy as driving it. Power win

dows, door locks and
add fingertip conveni
ate on motor

you can concentr
ing, The standard il wheel, air
custom inte

contemprary syl Should you
choose, leather surfaces
and a removable hatch roof are

available as wel
Trans Am follows clase with a leather
wiapped steering wheel and shifter, highly con
toured seating and an available custom trim
option. Instruments re full analog, and backli
i warm e for mighiine e, Al con
ditioning and th wheelare standard while the
jon list includes a Compact Digital
plager and the alorementioned Tops.
fhese sound ike your
od of driving machines,
grab your jacket and get

line” that's your
ticket 0 ride

Coating o s hejobofhs em

They
st and smooth




Firebird Formula and Coupe:
Thunder and Lightning.

V6 with mult

\HY"MM and Coupe exist for purists

THE POWERTRAIN
irebird Formula has basically the

up s the
50L V8, rated at 190 or
wansmission. The 1op V
Z5lpS7L bk The

tandard equipment
g up

‘THE SUSPENSION
Formula uses the top-flight Level Il suspension

peed manual trans

th 5 speed transmission
et el disc brakes,
bird Coupe rides 15" Hi-Tech Turbo

Firehawk FX rubber Gas-illed struts and shocks

rque arm/track bar rear sus

a halt. All hardware aside,either one
should arrange for

THE DESIGN
‘Clean and mean” i an appropriate expression

power dome ho
tone accent paint and special grap

 mirrors to mark i presence




Two-tone schemes are for
the Coupe, which not only

net you a contrasting sih

or gray lower color, buta N
risp accent stripe as well
THE ERGONOMICS

tors of these cars

are not an excuse to sell

p to something else
The cloth trim looks great i

and keeps you cool as well

omplete backlit analog

es call off the cadence,  Firebinds mew
while Delco sound systems G Multecinec

 your musical require-

m nditioning, design to resist
pned glass and a thwheel i
are stndard in every 1989 "y unlded

ebird
Ttops are available with every powertrain
hie the PASS-Key anti-
ntunscheduled st drives:
So don't worry, Become partof the legend.
our Bird's ready

1989 PONTIAC FIREBIRD VITAL SPECS

MODELS AVAILABLE dic95° ear drum on € ala with 5

e Coupe, i it Foril Opion e e bl el o 1 bt

ENGINES rngtype. a0 Powe,secirculting bl

P ), Level T, quikratio w
Level 11, 326

" Goodyen

1916 Tram Am and GTA

ENGINE/TRANSMISSION TEAMS ROAD PERFORMANCE FIGURES
Cuassis e ccraon, 5
ol siaheron B

bearig upper st o Sy )




TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY TRANS AM

ENGINE St ypeant
240918 High Ot 2501 6 W0 pm, Power el bl
310Tu4 o 2800 o i el 1271 quickratowih
o fction, e s ke
speic ylinder s, ollr Ve ARS8 g okt e
il o, D e g i
electronc spark control, Garret T3 rbocharger  Turning ik 26
th cckonsc et convol Teesand vheds . PASISZRIS Goodyee
e e o i e
tl g efhcincy ol oo dirming ]
‘i Dismond
TRANSMISSION plircims
Spcllycallbrtd 4 peod s, i
- s ' Rowp FiGuRE:
os0 ssuc
Crassis wmile 1350 sec
pr— sl ek g 00 Hon
MM Ll s 3 o6
m.mm.m Wtghthorspome a0 nal
clmerconl o N
armand o i, wih
S ot sublzrbr. Whelse o
L s
[rem— L e with e
- ‘cantrol arms, coil springs. Nl ol
s lled shocks with  Height bl
deflected disc valving,  Curb wt 3346 1s.
e am, okt Tk, wriae
2 e bl b, el ol
Tk 033106 L wirese
Weight distribution, /r 0430 "
g i sestupldown.
s [e——
gt s,
Clperand el
el 120 NOTE AR it ot v
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